
Municipal Building Committee meeting 
Richmond, Massachusetts  (via Zoom) 

Tuesday, January 19, 2021 at 5:30 pm 
 
Attendees: Pat Callahan, Dick Stover, Stephanie Beling, Gloria Morse, Kristin Smith, Melissa Roller, Brad Havill, Peter 
Cohen, Roger Manzolini, Mark Gross, Kathryn Wilson 

Guests: Katherine Keenum, Danielle Fillio, Curtis Edgin, Neal Pilson, Bob Gniadek, Dan Pallotta, Nanci McConnell, 
Meaghan Tuttle 

Called to order: 5:32 pm 

Minutes from Dec 14, 2020 meeting: Approved 

Pat is checking out solar companies for the project.  The panels could be leased or donor financed and will not be part of 
the projected cost/borrowing. 

Recap from feedback from first 2 community presentations: attendance has been about 20-25 at each of the two 
meetings.  Feedback has been good, many positive remarks. Suggestions for ideas from attendees/public have been 
complied in a list. 

Pat did a “mini” presentation to the School Board and may do that again for other groups who ask. 

Four more Zoom presentations are scheduled: Sat 1/23 (10 am), Tues 2/2 (6 pm), Wed 2/17 (6 pm), and Thursday 3/11 
(6 pm).  Other meetings can be added if needed. 

Upcoming presentations: how to get the word out to Richmond residents who may have not yet heard about this project 
and/or watched one of the presentations?  

We have been getting the word out to “active” town residents only (Land Trust, Richmond Pond Association and Library 
Trustees have all forwarded email information to their members about presentations).  How can we reach residents who 
may not be on-line to see the town’s newsletter or see the Zoom presentation or the Facebook recorded version? 

Danielle has put good information on the latest town email newsletter regarding upcoming meetings and the Zoom link. 

Richmond Record has an upcoming meeting list on the front page. 

New ideas: 

x Focus now on getting information out in as many ways as possible. 
x Use the town’s Reverse 911 calling system to send out a message about the presentations and how to get more 

info.  We will write a script to present at the Selectmen’s committee meeting tomorrow (1/20) evening to get 
their approval for this so that it might go out this week. 

x The town hall and the library will be noted in the reverse 911 call so that they can take calls from residents who 
want a call back or have questions.   

x We will continue to monitor the MBC@richmondma.org email address and the Facebook page for questions. 
x Meaghan will coordinate with Danielle to get a recording of the next meeting on Youtube with a link on the 

town’s webpage.   
x Kathryn has made a draft of a flyer (emailed to committee members prior to this meeting) that could be used as 

a poster-sized display in the library or town hall (printing and higher resolution artwork put in by Meaghan and 
Curtis).  Fliers could be used as this one-page style or made into a 3-fold brochure to be mailed (in April?) and/or 
left at Bartletts, Richmond Post Office, library, town hall for residents to pick up.  Flier, brochure, letter or 
postcard could go out one month before vote and again one week before vote.  (Last mailing cost about $750).  
We could also put a PDF of this flier into the town’s email newletter. 



x Sandwich signs will be put in front of library and town hall for a few days prior to each upcoming meeting date 
(“New Building Info Mtg. Sat 10 am Zoom Link on Town Website”) 

x A few yard signs (“Vote YES on Community Center Building”) closer to the May vote date.  Committee member 
cannot put out these signs in their yards because of law, but other residents can. 

x Kathryn will contact Natalie at RCS to find out who to contact at the RCS PTA to ask if they can send out the 
information to their membership. 

x Peter suggested shooting a video of out presentation with better production to put on the town’s website.  He 
will check into cost and we can discuss at the next meeting the expense and if we think there is a need that 
would be met by this video. 

x Question was asked to Danielle about how many residents subscribe to the town’s email newsletter.  About 775 
emails go out on the distribution list.  There are about 1400 registered voters in Richmond.  Some of those 775 
may be one person out of a household or could be all the members of the household.   

x We should check with Phyllis to get a list of the 20 or so people that she “snail” mails the town newsletter to and 
we should send them information about this project by mail. 

x Pat will schedule a Q&A session with Clarence Fanto at the Berkshire Eagle for an article closer to the May vote. 
x Call Richmond residents who have land line phones by using the phone book listings.  We will make a script and 

divide the pages up so that we each only have to take 20 or so calls. 
x Make a presentation and Q&A at the Baby Town meeting. 
x Write letters to the editor at the Berkshire Eagle as the vote gets close 

Fundraising thoughts: 

x The Library Trustees and the Friends of the Library will help with the collection and thank-yous for donations 
and do the bookkeeping to keep track of “promises” for future donations.  But they will need help from other 
committee members! There are only 3 trustees and they do not feel at all capable of running a fundraising effort 
like this.  Other help is needed.   

Next meeting: Monday 2/8/2021 at 5:30 pm on Zoom 

 


